E M O N 
ON THE ETERNITY OF 
FUTURE PUNISHMENTS. 
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RavaLation XXII. 11. Rt ul 


He "wy is Ow 1 Be 0 unjuſt flill : and be which 
is filthy, ler bim be filthy fil: and he that is righteous, 
let bim be righteous Kill. and be that 1 holy, let him: 
be holy Hill. R 


| H E plain ſenſe of theſe memorable words is, that, at a 
certain ſeaſon, the character and ſituation of the evil and 
of the good will be finally and irreverſibly fixed ; that 
repentance will be hid from the eyes of the former, and that the 
latter will be beyond the reach of deſtruction. Whether this ſeaſon 
will be in a future or in the preſent world hath been differently de- 
termined according to the connection of the paſſage with the pre- 
ceding or ſubſequent context. In either view, it furniſhes a very 
firm ſupport to a doctrine, which it is the favourite hereſy of the 
preſent age to explode, the eternity of future puniſhment. The de- 
ſign of this diſcourſe is to aſſert and vindicate that important doc- 
trine. It is not, indeed, to be preſumed, that any argument I can 
produce in it's defence, ſhould prevail with thoſe who have adop- | 
ted the contrary ſentiment, becauſe they are intereſted in the truth 
of it : But I would caution others who have no reaſon, on their own 
account, to with that the conſequences of fin may be only temporary, 
how they countenance an opinion ſo injurious to the cauſe of piety 
5 and virtue. As the progreſs of this opinion hath rendered it faſhio- 
nable, and the objeQtions againſt it, however weighty and formida- 


ble, are me more Wer overlooked, a caution the this kind i is 
not unneceſlary. of < pods 
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It uſually happens that the friends of long and well eſtabliſhed 
doctrines omit no opportunity to ſtand forth in their defence, when 
they are warmly attacked, and confidently exploded. The diſciples 
of Socinus, the moſt inveterate enemies of our holy faith, have not 
generally found us aſleep when they have. attempted to ſow their 
tares. The poiſonous weeds of blaſphemy againſt the Lord Jeſus, 
and contempt of his perſon and character, have not yet been ſuffe- 
red to overſpread the garden of God. With a zeal, and induſtry, and 
ſucceſs, proportioned to ſo good a cauſe, the faithful ſons, of our 
church have oppoſed every deſign to rob the Meſſiah of His Deity 
and Prieſthood, But the attack upon the purity, and truth, and juſ- 
tice of God—for ſuch, in fact, is the denial of eternal puniſhment, 
by the ſame enemies of the goſpel, appears, either to have eſcaped 
their vigilance, or to be confidered as too formidable for reſiſtance. 

This, indeed, hath not always been the caſe. The doctrine 1 
undertake to defend, on former occaſions, hath called forth the moſt 
able advocates. The arguments which have been produced i in it's 
behalf —and many of them have been urged within theſe walls— 
are too weighty and too appoſite to be excluded from the ſubject, 
I ſhould hope, they only want to be recollected to regain their i in- 
fluence. Nor will there be any difficulty in adapting them to the 
modern form of this controverſy. . 5 hey ſpeak plainly and generally 
to the queſtion. And however the opinion I oppoſe may have chan- 
ged it's appearance in the hands of it's various. friends, it doth not 
ſeem to have acquired any new ſupport. I am bold to affirm, that, 
by a pious and humble enquirer, unprejudi iced by the falſe' wiſdom, 
and uncorrupted by the frivolous delicacy of the age, the doctrine 
of eternal puniſhment, in. ſpite of ridicule and invective, will be 


found to be the expreſs doctrine of revelation — to be perfetly com- 
| patible 
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1 15 is the gun, dodrine. of ee that . aide 
of the wicked, in another world, will endure for ever. 


Not only in one, or a few paſſages, but wherever we 156 any 
repreſentation of the torments of hell, and the doom of finners, the 
language of the goſpel holds out to us ideas of eternity. The ſen- 
tence pronounced upon the impenitent, at the day of judgment, 
our Lord hath delivered to us in the following terms; «5 Depart 
« from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil 
| and his angels. The ſmoke of their torment,” St. John tells 
us, * aſcendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no reſt day nor 
„night, who worſhip the beaſt and his image. Such will be 
« puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction, from the preſence. of the 
„Lord, and from the glory of his power,” It hath been denied, 
that the expreſſions of eternity, in theſe and ſimilar paſſages, ſig- 
nify a duration ſtrictly and literally eternal, becauſe ſuch expreſſions 
muſt, ſometimes, in the Old Teſtament, be limited to a certain pe- 
riod. But the inference. is raſh and groundleſs. If a peculiar ſenſe 
is to be affixed to eternity, in a few paſſages, where the ſubjects 
themſelves are either determinable in their own nature, or have been 
determined by the providence of God; ſuch as, human ſervitude, 
and the ceremonial œcõnomy; muſt it always have this peculiar 
ſenſe, where the ſubject is not neceſſarily determinable? It doth | 
not appear, that there is a ſingle paſſage in the New Teſtament, 
| Mist. Xv. 4. > Rev. xiv. 17. 1 The R | 
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where the word «wares, or any of it's relatives, abſolutely demands 
a limited interpretation. In one inſtance, at leaſt, where it is ap- 
plied to the happineſs of the righteous|/iir hath generally been ad- 
| mitted in it's natural ſignification, of a ſtrict, and proper, and lite- 
ral eternity, And it is an argument ef no ſmall importance, that 
the duration of bliſs, and the duratibn ef torment, are denoted by 
the ſame term. The wicked “ ſhall go away into mm pu- f 
s niſhment, but the righteous into everlaſting life. | 
A bold writer on this ſubject hath, indeed, without any fear of 
conſequences; very conſiſtently, denied the eternal ſtate of the bleſ- 
ſed.* With him , happineſs and miſery are ſituations alike precarious. 
The next world, as well as this, is probationary; and after we have 
been exalted unto heaven, there is ſome danger of being thruſt down 
to hell. But we are not concerned to refute every wild opinion, 
which hath no warrant from Scripture. And there is other language 
beſides what we have already reed which nn the eee 
of future miſery. x. PI | 
In the gth chapter of St. Mark, our Seviir deſcribes the 1 Ganiſh- 
ment of hell, in words ſtrongly expreſſive of endleſs duration. It is 
ſtyled the fire that never ſhall be quenched: Where their worm 
e dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.” Our Lord ſeems here,” 
fays a judicious writer, to explain his own'meaning of the other 
« phraſes which he ſometimes uſes, upon this ſubject. If ſcruples be 
« raiſed, however unjuſtly, about the import and extent of the word 
« ewes, here nothing depends upon that term: It rather appears, 
* that'that term, as applied to this ſubje&, muſt be underſtood in it's 
full extent; ſince it is here repeated, time after time, that the fire 
« js unquenchable, and the worm never dies.” The very firſt de- 


' * See Dr. Hammond's Judgment worthy of Gop, Part 2. Mat. xxv. 465-14 Bp. Newton. 
5 V. 43, 44. h Dr, Horbery's Scripture DoRrine of future Puniſhment ; - loc. 
N _ claration 


Junatken of the fate of the ea em Teſtament i is to the. 
ſame effect: He will gather His wheat, into the garner,” faith 
the Baptiſt, but. He will: burn up the chaff with unquenchable 
« fire,” It is contrary to the, ſimplicity of. the Scriptures, to uſe 
ſuch expreſſions as theſe, without, meaning. In what terms beſides 
could they convey the idea of a. perpetuity of torments? | I 
Not only in plain declaration, but in parable, doth the Holy Spi- 
rit inculcate this doctrine. The rich man is repreſented, as in vain 
imploring a drop of water to cool his tongue ; as having already re- 
ceived his good things; and as ſhut out from heaven by an impaſſ- 
able gulf.* Neither annihilation, nor reſtitution can be fairly in- 
ferred from any part of this inſtructive hiſtory. And they are both 
abſolutely excluded from the fate of Judas. It had been good for 
« that man, ſays Chriſt, . if he had not been born.“ Had the 
_ puniſhment of his crime conſiſted in annihilation only, Judas, having 
already enjoyed many pleaſures in this life, would have been happier 
to have exiſted, than not to have exiſted: And if, after the longeſt 
determinate period of miſery, he ſhould be admitted to eternal glory, 
the ſum of his pleaſures would infinitely exceed his ſufferings. . Con- 
trary to our Lord's declaration, it would be good for that man to 
be born, who would, ſome time or other, be happy for ever.“ 
Excluſion from the kingdom of God is a denunciation very fre- 
quent in Scripture. And it is conceived in ſuch terms as leave no 
room to ſuppoſe that it will be only for a ſeaſon. Except your 
* righteouſneſs ſhall exceed the righteouſneſs of the ſcribes and 
„ phariſces, ov 141 ure, ye ſhall, in no caſe, enter into the king- 
dom of heaven.“ Kaz ov py wow Hy, the ſame, double negative, 
and there ſhall in no wie enter any thing that defileth, neither 


Mat. iii. 12. * Luke xvi. 1 Mat, xzvi. 24. ® Fenn. on Rer. 
aiy, 11. and bank Serm. in loc. Vol. 2. Mat. v. 20. 3 


20 what | 


te whatſoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie. * ba Paul, as 
though aware of the attempts which would be made to ſoften the 
ſeverity of ſuch threatnings, generally ptefaces them with a caution 
againſt deluſion. Be not deceived, neither fornicators, nor idol- 
« aters, ſhall inherit the kingdom of God.“ But ſurely, the A poſ- 
tle hath himſelf deceived us, if, notwithſtanding ſuch language, we 
ought to believe, that the charaktere meg ſpecified, ſhall pn the 
kingdom of God. | 

The goſpel is deſigned, not merely, nor principally, for the "4 
of ſcholars and critics, but for the ſalvation of the pooreſt and plaineſt 
Chriſtian. To ſuch, if any part of this goſpel ought, at firſt ſight, 
to be intelligible, it ſurely ſhould be it's ſanctions. In another con- 
troverſy, it hath very properly been urged, that a man, unacquain- 
ted with Chriſtianity, and beginning to read the Bible, with a pure 
intention of knowing it's obvious Ns could not fail to find 
the important doctrines of the divinity and ſacriſſce of the Son of 


| God. The ſame may be ſaid with regard to the preſent queſtion. 


The plain reader, who wiſhes to learn, not to amend, the revelati- 
ons of God, could have no other idea of the puniſhment'of impe- 
nitent ſinners, than that it would endure for ever. Tell him that 
ſach an opinion is unſcriptural, and he would deſpair of gaining 
any inſtruction from a book, whoſe ſenſe and mee were ſo 
widely different. For we proceed to ſhew 

II. That the doctrine of eternal puniſhment, beſides being ex- 
preſsly aſſerted, is perfectly conſiſtent with the plan of the goſpel. 

It is the deſign of the word of God to call us to immediate re- 
pentance and ſalvation. In order to this, it inſtructs us in the na- 


ture and effects of ſin. It teaches us that the preſent life 1 is the only | 


0 Rev. xxi. 27. 'p-1 Cor. vi. 9. Gal. vi. 7. | 
1 ſtate 


ſtate of . that hs Bans ſtate of things will be that 
of retribution, a revelation of the righteous judgment of God.” 
Sin is uniformly repreſented by the ſacred writers, in the —_ 
Jreadful light. It is an act of rebellion againſt the ſupreme Ma- 
jeſty of heaven and earth. It is the tranſgreſſion of a law holy, and 
juſt, and good 5 the penalty of which is the curſe of Almighty 
God. It defiles the conſcience. It renders a man abominable in 
the divine preſence. A ſingle act of diſobedience hath diſordered 
the whole creation. It hath been the ſource of all the ſuffering 
and ſorrow in the world. It hath involved in death all the poſterity 
of Adam, even that part of it © which had not ſinned after the ſimili- 
« tude of his tranſgrefſion.” The evil of fin is infinite. I do not ſay, 
becauſe it is committed againſt an infinite Being, though I am far 
from convinced that this reaſon is inſufficient. I would rather ſay, 
becauſe it hath in it an infinite deformity, as the violation of infi- 
nite obligation. But I do not contend: for either of theſe repreſen- 
tations, becauſe, I know not, that they are to be found in the word 
of God. Still, however, the guilt of ſin is infinite; becauſe it ex- 
cluded angels from heaven, and men from paradiſe, and conſigned: 
them, unleſs mercy ſhould intervene, to eternal miſery.* Eſpecially 
| becauſe it required, and received, for it's expiation, in behalf of pe- 
nitent man, a ſacrifice of infinite dignity. God hath <* * the 
« ſoul” of his only begotten Son * an offering for ſin.” 

Aſſociated with theſe diſcoveries and repreſentations, the eternity 
of future puniſhments is no matter of ſurprize. If the demerit of 
fin be ſo great, as to require an infinite atonement, can the wilful 
rejection of this atonement be followed by any thing ſhort of infi- 
nite miſery? To the impenitent and unbelieving, the. death of 


1 Rom, v. 14. Reſtitutioniſts, I believe, OY hold that the fal vation of the 
| damned is to be aſcribed to the * of God. II. Iii. 10. 5 
| Chriſt 


Chriſt is of no other 'cohſequence” than to aggravate their gull; 
and to guilt thus aggravated what ot er puniſhment can confiſtently 
be attached, than the vengeance of eternal fire? Can we imagine 
too fore an infliction for him, who 4*Hath trodden under foot the 
« ſon of God and accounted the blob of the covenant an unholy 
thing, and hath done deſpite unto thesſpirit of grace. If, with 
the Socinians, we eſteem the law of God as of ſmall account, and 
annihilate the turpitude of ſin, it will be very natural to endeavour 
to mitigate the terrors of hell. But if, with Jeſus Chriſt, we con- 
ſider the law as perfect, and pure, and unchangeable; and, with 
his apoſtle, conſider ſin as exceeding ſinful, there will be no diff- 
culty in conceiving, that they who know not God, and _ not 
the goſpel, will be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruQtion. 
We are taught in Scripture, that the only ſtate of probation i is 
this preſent life. Whatever may be the import of two paſſages i in 
the book of Eccleſiaſtes, which are frequently produced on this 
ſubject, that ·· where the tree falleth, there it ſhall be, and that 
there 1 is no work, nor device, nor knowlege, nor wiſdom i in the 
*. grave” „it is the loud voice of revelation, that we muſt all 
ſtand at the tribunal of Jeſus Chriſt, to give an account, and to 
receive the recompenſe, of the things done in the body. Many of 
our Lord's diſcourſes, and particularly, the parable of the talents, of 
the tares of the field, and the marriage ſupper, fully and ſtrongly 
declare this truth : And the duties of watchfulneſs, and immediate 
attention to the calls of the goſpel, are inferted from it. The means 
of grace and the opportunities of ſalvation, will laſt no longer than 
the preſent period. If they have been unimproved and neglected, 
and unconquerable habits of ſin have been formed in che foul, the | 


t Heb. x, "9+ 8 Ecclef, xi, * * AIbid. i ix. 10. 2 | | 
talents | 


talents with which a man was entruſted, will then be taken away 
from him. He will be conſidered and treated as incorrigibly wicked. 
He will be bound hand and foot. All the practical powers of his, 
| foul will be judicially diſabled, and he will be baniſhed from the 
preſence of God. From this ſituation there is no redemption. 
After the judgment of the great day in which this ſentence will be 
inflicted, the end cometh, Jeſus Chriſt, having accompliſhed 
« the number of His ele, delivers up the kingdom to God even 
« the Father: And as no man can, nor from the foundation of the 
world to the end of it, ever did, come to the Father but by 
« Him ;—and His offices of mediation are now at an end and the 
1 purpoſe of God by Him of bringing many ſons unto glory are 
« fulfilled; the myſtery, or the whole myſterious diſpenſation of 
God in Chriſt ſucceeds, - He, and His ſaints take poſſeſſion of the 
« everlaſting kingdom, and the door is ſhut.. « How ſhall we - 
n eſcape,” ſaith the Apoſtle, «if we neglect this great falvation ?” ” 
| Sinners, however, will, after all this, eſcape. The above repreſen- 
tation, though founded in the Scripture, is falſe, if the torments 
of hell are, one day, to ceaſe for ever. Who doth not ſee that, 
to admit this opinion is to re-model the goſpel, —to tear up the 
foundation of all religion, by rejecting the notion of a probationary 
ſtate, and expecting, in the other world, as well as in this, one 
event unto the righteous and to the wicked ? 

It is in ſtrict conſiſtence with confining the period of 50 0 to this 
life, and with the final doom of the ungodly, that the Scripture 
allows no regards for them from ſurviving Chriſtians, All our en- 
deavours for their converſion are to be exerted while they are pre- 


ſent with us. We are no where directed to intercede in their be- I 


* See Dr. Horbery's Sermon on Mat. xxv. * Ls „ Heb. il. 3. 
| Y B half, 
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half, when che preſent day of ſalvation is elapſed. Reſtitutionity, 


in the blind zeal of their benevolence, have ſometimes been ſo ſen- 
ſible of the weight of this negative argument, that they have added 


to the Popiſh doctrine of purgatory that of prayers for the dead. 


Among Proteſtants, who, like their fathers,” adhere ſcrupulouſly 


to the Bible, this docttine will not eaſily, be admitted. The tor- 
ments of hell are there ſpoken of, not as curative or expiatory, but 


as penal. What is the hope of the hypocrite, when God taketh 
« away his ſoul?”* The expectation of a releaſe from them, would 
infinitely alleviate, the pains of hell. For the inexpreſſible in- 
« creaſe of the miſery of the damned,” fays a fine writer . is, that 
« to: each of their ſorrows. they join the weight of eternity.“ 
« In the furnace of fire there is weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, 
extreme anguiſh and extreme fury. What alteration haye torments 
made in the devils? Do we not conceive of hell, the place of 
their habitation, as a place of the moſt horrid impiety? Are not 4 
the worſhippers of the beaſt, in conſequence of the divine venge- 
ange, repreſented as * blaſpheming the God of heaven, and not 
«« repenting of their deeds? Ho can it be reconciled with the 


ideas we acquire from Scripture, ** that a place fartheſt removed 


«from God and His heayenly influences, inhabited only by His 
«© moſt accurſed enemies, ſhould prove the maſt effectual ſchool of 
« virtue ?” * Men may conſtruct hypotheſes and form their meta- 
phyſical deductions into a rule for the judgments of God. They 
may limit the ends of puniſhment as they. pleaſe. But they are 
only diſplaying their ignorance and their preſumption, It becomes 
us to be ſatisfied with the plain ſyſtem contained in the goſpel; I 
and we ſhould alter our laws for the regulation of the divine govern- 

Job. xxvii. 8. M. Nicole Port Royal Ron, + V. Mat, viii. 12. 
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we know that the judgmefts 6 Göd, which are now unſearcha- 
ble, will,” one day, approve tflemſelves to the world. Every mouth 
will then be ſtopped, not by violende, but by conviction; and we 
| ſhall ſay, with the angel, Tiba art righteous, O Lord, which 
att, and waſt, and ſhalt bla bechble Thou haft judged thus.” In 
the mean time, let us enquire, how far our ideas on this ſubje& may 
intereſt us in the advice of the Prophet, Wherefore hear the word 
« of the Lord. Becauſe ye have ſaid, We have made a covenant 
« with death, and with hell are we at agteement'!*whith the over- 
« flowing ſcourge ſhall paſs through, it ſhall not come unto'us;' for 
« we have made lies our refuge, and under falſhobdhave"we hid 
« ourſelves. ' Therefore, thus ſaith the Lord God, Behold,” I lay 
in Zion for a foundation, a ſtone, a tried ſtotie, 4 Precious cor- 
« ner ſtone, a ſure foundation judgment alſo Wilk Play to the 
« line, and righteouſneſs to the plummet E HAnd your cobenant with 
« death ſhall be diſannulled, and your Agreement with hell ſhall not 
« ſtand.— For the bed is ſhorter than that a man can ſtretch Him- 
« ſelf on it, and the covering narrower than that he can wrap 
« himſelf in ĩt. For the Lord ſhall rife up, as in mount Perazim, He 
* ſhall be wroth, as in the valley of Gibeon, that He may do His 
* work, His ſtrange work, and bring to paſs His act, His ſtrange 
act. Now therefore be ye not mockers, leſt your bands be miade 
„ ſtrong.” At leaſt, we ſhould do well to conſider, whether we 
have any authority to admit and aſſert an opinion, ſo contrary to the 
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it were allowed that God had mother defign i in A. 
nal puniſhments, than that-6f alarming ſinners, would it become 
« us to oppoſe His. wiſe: purpoſe: and, with our unhallowed hands, 
te to throw down the batteries which He hath ereQed againſt fin? 
Shall we pretend to penetratędnto His myſterious! views; or ha- 
« ving, as it were, extorted His-:confidence, ſhall we be ſo indiſ- 
« crect as to publiſh it? Let us not be wiſe above that which is 
« written. Let us preach the goſpel as God hath revealed it. God 
did not think the doctrine of everlaſting puniſhments injurious to 
« the holineſs of His attributes : Let us not pretend to think it will 
t injure them. The doctrine of reſtitution can only be calculated 
for another ſtate of being. It ought not to be taught in this world. 
In the Old Teſtament there is an alarming caution to the Prophets; 
and. as (the ſpirit and import of it is not contrary to the goſpel, 
it calls alſo for our ſerious attention. The Prophet which ſhiall 
preſume to ſpeakna i word in my name, which I have not com- 
170 *\nbaded. bing to ſpeak,: evee:that prophet ſhall die.. 

III. The rejection of etcenab miſery from the Chriſtian Gllen i. "= 
not, becauſe that opinion hath no place in the Bible, but becauſe it 
is conceived to be unfriendly to the divine perfections. It is our 
next buſineſs to ſhew that it is not unfriendly to them. 
1. In the doctrine of eternal puniſhment there is nothing contrary 
to the power of God. It hath indeed been confidently aſſerted that 
it is ĩimpoſſible for any creature to live in eternal torments : And the 
language of the wicked in Ifaiah, «© Who among us ſhall dwell with 
s execlaſting burnings? ” * for want of better proof, hath been 
alledged in ſupport of it. But is it modeſt to deny, that the ſame | 
* mighty God can eſtabliſn ſinners for correction ho once pre- 


27? Saurin's Serm. u. ſ. Deut. xviii. 20. * Ch. XXxili. 14. Habak. i. 12. 
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of an hour, or a 


| ſerved His ſervants in de esel fe W 
wicked, like the buſh on mount Horeb which; though burning, 
was not conſumed, 58 a bg POOR be made to exiſt 
for ever, in hells?ʒ + r 
2. But, though men eee Mot the divine power, they 
de very jealous of the divine liberty which is repreſented as infrin- 
ged, unleſs God hath a right of revoking or executing the ſenten- 
ces of His judgment. Not to ſay, that it is too late to argue from 
the liberty of a perfect Being, when His purpoſe is declared. and 
that this attribute muſt be conſidered as in concert With His un- 
changeableneſs and His veracity, — this argumentꝭ if purſued, 
| would lead us to deny the probability of any puniſnesenti 11 God | 
be free to reduce the ſufferings of eternity xo» the fu ge of a 
chonſand years, He is equally free to dure theo he during 
gether to aboliſh» them. The latter wonl# be 
moſt conſiſtent with the modern fond motion of | tehderheſfs* and 
philanthropy. To the moral perfe@ions, of God, however; and 
not to His abe and n the rue, confidekel a8 
moſt injntiou m. 4 ded noinigo ad e ol 
3. To the e of God, Ae it is day moſt u Friendly. : 
Of this perfection the partizans of the contrary opinion are the vo- 
lators. Analogical reaſoning from man to God hath never been 
more unworthily. and unhappily employed, than here. Becauſe 
impetuous and ignorant beings may find it neceſſary to omit the ex- 
ecution of their threatnings, or, as it is gently expreſſed,” may be 
better than their word, ſuch a conduct hath been confidered as no 
impeachment of the divine faithfulneſs. It is a ſufficient ahfwer to 
this nnn ],. of Iſrael will With 


«for He is not a man chat He ſhould nepent. To ſay tha Odds 
be better than His word, is ſaying; neither more nor 166; than, 

that His word is not true. And toe Ct any thing from Jeſus 
Chriſt, which is not contained in His ee is, in fact, to re- 
nounce the goſpel. nonnodlib be 121] 

4. The purity of God is bee, a which 1 the afro of 
eternal miſery will be allowed to defend. * 
The Holy Spirit ſuggeſts to us the moſt Rriking conceptions of 
the purity of Jehovah. In his fight the heavens: are not clean.* | 
But familiar with the praQtice of fin, and under the imperceptible 
influence of infidelity; we debaſe, in our ideas, this glorious attribute, 
and forget that fin is utterly abominable and accurſed before God. 
When Iſaiah felt the impreſſion of the divine purity; as celebrated 
by the Seraphim, how hateful did he appear in his own eyes? 
Nay, ſuch is the holineſs of the King of Saints, that He doth not 
ſpare the minute offenes of His ſervants. Though their fins are 
pardoned by the blood of the everlaſting covenant, yet, as in the 
caſe of David, they muſt experience the bitter effects of them. 
e The tribulations they endure are a manifeſt token of the righteous 
judgment of God”? and His hatred of fin. In His moral govern- 
ment of the world, He doth not interpoſe to prevent certain natural 
conſequences, which He hath annexed to the violations of His law. 
* Judgment,” ſays St. Peter, . begins at the houſe of God, and if 
«© it firſt begin with us, what ſhall the end be of them who obey 
not the goſpel of God ?“ «And if the righteous ſcarcely be ſaved, 
here ſhall the ungodly and the finner appear? How can God 
look with any degree of favour upon thoſe who have died, and who 
are unalterablyifixed, in habits of fin? Now this is the caſe of all 
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ks ebene of het: T ey have — a moral incapacity 
of amendment; and in conſequenee of their own obſtinate depra- 
vity, which would never ſubmit to the proffered grace of the goſ- 
pel, they will continue for eyer the enemies of God, ſubject to 
thoſe ſinful qualities and diſpoſitions which they have formed here, 
and which are directly oppoſite to the perfection and holineſs of 
the divine nature. Such views as theſe of the purity of God, muſt 
be ſubſervient to our ideas of eternal miſery: And ſuch views alſo 
as theſe of the ſituation of the loſt, will 1 to rindicate His n 


| neſs and His juſtice. | 


5. Of the attribute of divine n it 1 hoon atm 
ſufficient to ſay, that it is not, as in man, a virtue of conſtitution, 
but an independent perfection, conſiſtent with infinite wiſdom, and 
truth, and equity. It may, moreover, be reconciled! yrith eternal 
puniſhment, if we conſider, that hell is the portion of thoſe only 
who have deſpiſed the riches of God's goodneſs, and forbearance, 
and longſuffering. Not in remitting the puniſnment of the impe- 
nitent, but“ in this was manifeſted the love of God towards us, 
« becauſe God ſent His only begotten Son into the world, that who- 
« ſoever believeth in Him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
« life.” * And in order that they may thus believe and be ſaved, 
God graciouſly ſets before them death and life, the terrors of the 
law, and the promiſes of the goſpel. The means of grace are put 
into their hands, and the Holy Spirit is ſtriving with their hearts. 
They are ſolicited; in the moſt affectionate manner, to embrace 
life, and aſſured that God willeth not their death, andthat>there | 
vill be joy in heaven on their converſion. | Can it het an impeach- 

ment of the divine. n if they who thus — aa it, 
bet John i iv. 9. li: 16. 
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be given over to the conſequences of their obſtinacy,—if. they haye 
judgment without mercy, who have abuſed the eulen, and deli- 
berately deſpiſed the offer of merey 7 

| # an age in which benevolence i is the ene, wr the only 5 
virtue, — in which we hear fo much of the feelings of the heart, 
and the refinements of delicacy, and 10 little of the fear of God, 
and a regard to His glory, men will very plauſibly harrangue on 
the inconſiſtency of eternal puniſhment with infinite goodneſs. But 
this is to addreſs the paſſions and prejudices and corrupt taſte of the 
world. It is to argue from the partial views of men. It is to for- 
get, that God is the Governor of the univerſe—that He conſults 
the good of the whole ſyſtem that He acts by unchangeable laws, 
—that it is unreaſonable to expect any alteration of His laws in 
favour of thoſe, who had fair warning given, them by God Himſelf, 
but who would never ſubmit to the meaſures of His providence, 
nor believe the declarations, of His will. It is to forget, alſo, what 
| hath very ably been urged upon the ſubject . that there js a previ- 
* ous obligation upon every one who cometh i into the world, either 
3 « to do thoſe duties, or ſubmit to thoſe penalties, which preſerve or 
ay © promote the general happineſs, and that no evil is ſuffered to con- 
* tinue in the creation, but to prevent or avoid a greater.. 

6. With regard to the juſtice of God on this point, there have 
dend many objections. There have been alſo as many replies, and ſuch 
as ſhould, at leaſt, ſilence objectionsUnleſs we knew more than we 
can poſſibly know in this world, of the nature of ſin, and the moral 
government of God, the argument drawn from the ſuppoſed diſ- 
proportion between offences committed in time, and torments in- 
nicted for ever, can have little weight. With our limited Ren, it 


* Horbery's Serm. zi. i Secd's Serm. u. f. 


:mpoſtble to ſtate accatally che proportion between guilt and 
be me If the length of time employed in committing ſin 
were the meaſure of its puniſhment, a life of ſixty years diſobe- 
dience would only be ſucceeded by fixty years torments. Nay, the 
wicked are puniſhed in this world ; and we often ſay, in preſſing 
holineſs upon men, that the penal evils which naturally follow fin 
here, are greater than its pleaſures. Upon the idea of proportion 
then, God is unrighteous who taketh vengeance in another world. 
The ſhorteſt period of future miſery is as indefenſible as the longeſt, 
« He that is unjuſt in the leaſt is unjuſt alſo in much.” But we 
muſt know all the conſequences and tendencies of fin, as it is op- 
polite to the greateſt good, as it increaſeth the general corruption, 
and as it diſorders the government of God, before we can eſtimate 
its guilt. 11 f is in this view that we defend the conduct of human 
legiſlators in puniſhing crimes, ſmall in themſelves, with death. 
« And ſhall mortal man be more juſt than God?“ Beſides, men 
puniſh with death while there is a poſſibility of a criminals repen- 
ting, but we may ſafely affirm, that God never puniſheth till His 
grace hath been finally rejected, and n men have ſold themſelves to 
work wickedneſs, beyond any poſſibility of redemption. 

In theſe circumſtances, what can be expected but that God's 
« anger ſhould be accompliſhed, and His fury reſt upon them? 
He who ſeeth from everlaſting to everlaſting, and calleth the things 
which are not as though they were, knoweth that the diſpoſition of ha- 


bitual offenders would never lead them from death unto o life.” When 
nie, 8 
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For 1 
men have been long accuſtomed to go evil, even with the means of 
grace in their power, their recovery i is def) perate. Of this the antedi- 
luvian world is an inſtance. From one century to another, God had 
given them ſpace to repent of their abominations, and they repented 
not. Thus it is with all impenitent ſünners, and where is the in- 
juſtice of their puniſhment ? Is God bound to alter the conſtitution 
of His diſpenſations, to make men happy againſt their will, and 
againſt their nature? As to their repentance in hell without the 
means of grace, it-is impoſlible, and we have no warrant to expect, 
that ſuch means will be afforded them. The wrath of God will, 
indeed, cauſe them exceedingly to fear and quake. They will be 
covered with remorſe and confuſion. But where are the diſpoſitions 
of love and obedience? Without theſe, they would harden again, 
like metal taken from the furnace, ſhould a period | be Aired to 
their ſufferings.” 1 promiſed laſtly, to remark _ 
IV. The conſiſtency of our doctrine with the c of God. 
The ſpeculations of men yield l leſs reluctan tly to facts than to rea- 
ſonings. Now it is a fact! incontrovertible i in the conyerſion of ſin- 
ners, that, when they begin \ to c conſider their ways, and God lets 
looſe His terrors, they are ſenſible of the abominable turpitude and 
malignity of fin, and acquit that juſtice which denounces eternal 
| patent. As repentance, of which this idea is an inſeparable 
character, is the work of the ſpiric of truth, I have always conſi- 
dered this fact as deciſive upon the ſubject. Such a perſuaſion, in 
ſuch circumſtances, cannot but proceed from Him that calleth us. 
Now if this be the caſe in the preſent world, when a man is but 
juſt awakened from the dream of ſin, and can only. recollect a few 
of his unnumbered tranſgreſſions, how will it be 1 with the criminal 


in that ſtate, when, his n bein g immenſely extended, the 
ſoul 
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foul will comprehend, at ie he: all her accumulated 4 guile, « all 
her ſecret, and all her prefumptuous fins? 5 55 
The juſtice of God in puniſhing 3 impenitent ſinners with everlaſ- 
ting miſery hath been raſbly a ir nd preſumptuouſly arraigned. But is 
it repugnant to His condatlf in he pardon and ſalvation of the peni- 
tent, by Jeſus Chriſt ? Doth not the ſubſtitution of an innocent 
_ perſon for the guilty equally militate againſt our imperfect notions 
of equity, as the infliction of an eternal penalty for a temporary. 
tranſgreſſion? Till we can fully account for the former of theſe doc- 
trines, let us not be offended at the latter. At leaſt, let us be per- 
ſuaded, that . the juſt Lord is in the midſt of us, and that He will 
not do iniquity.” He is the rock, His work | is perfect; for all 
« His ways are judgment: : A God of truth, and without iniquity; 
« juſt and right is He.“ He will be juſtified in His ſayings, 
« and will overcome when He i is judged.” * ” 2 * | 
The eloquent Saurin, in his diſcourſe « on this lutjedt, which. is 
Vell worthy your attention, and to which ] x refer you for an excel- 
lent application of it, hath been happy i in illuſtrating | the doctrine 
before us. “ Suppoſe” ſays he «4 two Philoſophers exiſting before 
« the creation, and converſing together on the plan of the world 
which God was about to create. Suppoſe the firſt of theſe Philo- i 
„ ſophers affirming, God is going to create intelligent creatures, 
* He could communicate ſuch a degree of knowledge to them as 
« would neceſſarily conduct them to ſupreme happineſs; but He 
e intends to to give them a reaſon which may be abuſed, and) which. a 
* will lead them from i ignorance to vice, and from: we! to | miſery. 
*« Suppoſe the firſt of our Philoſophers to maintain th ſitions: 
Would not the ſecond have reaſoned againſt the plan FE is i im- 


« potlible, he would ſay, that a Being, full of goodneſs, ſhould 
7 Zeph, iii, 55. Deut. xxxiic 4. Rom. iii. 4. 
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create men, whoſe exiſtence would be fatal to their felicity. It is 
« impoſſible that a Being, ſupremely holy, ſhould ſuffer fin to enter 
« the world. Yet, however plauſible the reaſons of this Philoſopher 
“might then have appeared, the event hath ſince juſtified the truth 
« of the firſt plan.— It is certain that God hath created the world 
on the plan of the firſt, and it is alſo as certain that this world 
« hath nothing incompatible with the perfections of God, eg 
« we may find it difficult to anſwer objections.” | 

« You cannot comprehend how a juſt and merciful God can 
* puniſh finite fins with infinite pain. But remember the attributes 
« of God are infinite, and your knowlege is finite. Remember the 
* two Philoſophers diſputing on the plan of the world. Remem- 
« ber the everit hath condemned the difficulties of the laſt, and 
« juftified the plan of the firſt. Now the revelation of future pu- 
« niſhments in our ſyſtem is equal to event in that of the firſt Phi- 
« loſopher. They are revealed. Vou think future puniſhments in- 
« conſiſtent with the attributes of God, but your notions of incon- 
ie fiſtency ought to vaniſh at the appearance of ſcripture light“. 
Witneſſes, as we all are, of the grace and mercy of the Lord 
Jehovah, we have reaſon to confide in His juſtice. Yet, at the 
ſame time, let us not renounce His word. There can be no ad- 
vantage in denying a doctrine in defence of which ſo much may be 
urged from the revelation and conduct of God, to ſay nothing of | 
the reaſon of man. —What opinion ſhall we embrace in it's room ? 
Annihilation—reſtitution—the uncertainty of eternal happineſs— 
continual viciſſitudes of the pleaſures of heaven and the pains of 


purgatory,—are ſome of the many ſyſtems which are offered to us | 
inſtead of the 8 doctrine of the Chriſtian Church.* e 
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It is well known that Origen firſt acre the opinion of 6 non-eternity, for which 
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all this variety what ſhall: determine our choice? From ſo muck 


error who ſhall ſelect the truth? But the denial of eternal miſery 


is injurious to intereſts, of which we ſhould be particularly jealous 


—the intereſts of morality, and religion. Never did fin ſleep 
e upon fo ſoft a pillow,” aid a Divine of the firſt eminence « as jg 
« made up of this hypotheſis.” * Is an age of undaunted licenti- 
ouſneſs the ſeaſon for mitigating the terrors of God, and correcting 


| the ſanctions of His law? Is this a time to flatter impiety, to 


ſtrengthen the bands of impenitence, and to ſpeak peace to the 
wicked? Ani che ent alien dium: 
We do not deny, that any ſyſtem of the limited duration of mi- 


ſery tends to accommodate revelation to the taſte of Socinians and 
unbelievers, But we ſhould be aſhamed of ſuch an advantage as 


this. It is, ſurely, not right to compliment the adverſaries. of the 
goſpel with every article of our faith which they are pleaſed to re- 
preſent as cruel, Doth ſuch a conduct ſtrike. at the root of their 
prejudices ? Doth it not rather confirm them? Our Lord never 
retracted His hard ſayings becauſe the Jews. were offended at them. 


hath been much cenſured through all ſubſequent periods of the Church. At the beginning of 


the Reformation it was adopted by ſome of the Anabaptiſts in Germany. Hence, in King 


Edward's Articles, which were drawn up in the year 1552, it was expreſsly condemned in 
the following terms L | 
ArTic, XLII. 


NON OMNES TANDEM SERVANDI, 


Hi quoque damnatione digni ſunt, qui conantur hodie pernicioſam opinionem inſtaurare, 
quod omnes, quantumvis impii, ſervandi ſunt tandem, cum definito tempore a juſtitia divind. 
pœnas de admiſſis flagitiis Iuerunt. | | 

The opinion here cenſured, not having been taken up in this Kingdom, and the Article 
thus becoming ſuperfluous, it was, with ſeveral others, omitted, at the final eftabliſhment 
of the Church under Queen Elizabeth, _ | | x en. Sy 5 

In the next Century, when nothing was too abſurd either in government or religion, to 
want patronage, the doctrine of Origen, among a thouſand wild and monſtrous extrava- 
gancies, was firſt introduced and received here. It formed part of the unintelligible creed 
= _ _— Vane, and was taught in the Court and family of Oliver Cromwell, by one of 

is Chaplains, | 


Dean Young's 2 Serm. on the wiſdom of believing. - 
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queſtion, wil any Deiſt admit the juſtice of thoſe 
criticiſms which expunge our doctrine from the Bible? Nay, in- 
fidelity itſelf, hath, at leaſt in one inſtance, been leſs hardy than 
Socinianiſm “ I do not determine abſolutely on this ſubje,” ſays 
the Author of Emilius, O righteoug and merciful Being, what- 
<< ever be thy decrees, 'I. acknowlege thy rectitude. If thou pu- 
6c ' niſheſt the wicked, my weak reaſon is dumb before thy juſtice,” 
To defend, as well as to acknowledge, the rectitude of God, 
which hath been the buſineſs of this diſcourſe, is to incur the im- 
putation of uncharitableneſs and barbarity. We may be accuſed of 
aſſuming the functions of devils, and rejoicing in the deſtruction of 
our fellow, creatures. But, though the opinions of thoſe who thus 
cenſure us, cannot, conſiſtently with our views of the Scriptures, | 
obtain our, belief, yet we can ſincerely reply in the language of Je- 
remiah, Amen, The Lord do ſo. The Lord perform the words 
5 which you have ſpoken, to, bring again the veſſels of wrath and 
« all that is carried. away captive by the hand of hell.“ This, 
however, is not the miniſtry we have received of the Lord Jeſus. 
We muſt declare to ſinners another teſtimony. Should this teſti- 
mony, at laſt, be even found to be falſe, thoſe who have believed 
it, and, by this belief, have been ſtirred up to flee from the wrath | 
to come, can have ſuſtained no injury from the deception. On the 
other hand, ſhould it be true, thoſe who have been ſo unhappy as 
to reject it, and, under the natural influence of the opinion, have 
reſtrained fear before God, and bidden defiance to His judgments, 
will be overwhelmed with everlaſting confuſion. If we are the mi- 
niſters of Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe duty it is to perſuade. men by the ter- 


| rors of the Lord, the belief or denial of the doctrine . been 


e Amilius, Vol. 3. 1 Jerem. xxviii. 6. 
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eſtabliſhing, will, I conceive, affect us. The patrons of the reſti- 
| tution ſyſtem, in general, agree, that the ſyſtem is not to be preached 


to ſinners. They till conſider'it their duty to call men to repentance, 


by declaring in the terms of-Scripture, the ſanction of eternal pu- 


niſhment. But it is not probable that they can be as zealouſſy and 
affectionately concerned as others to pluck the wicked like brands 


from the burning. The opinion they have adopted will impercep- 


tibly influence and correct their addreſſes. In fact, if we are true 


Chriſtians, walking before God in the obedience of faith, we are 
not, as individuals, at all intereſted in the queſtion. | For us, Jeſus 


Chriſt hath led captivity captive. He hath broken' in' pieces the 


gates of braſs, and burſt in ſunder the bars of iron. And why 
ſhould we be ſolicitous to plead the cauſe of His enemies, eſpecially 


in ſuch a manner as can never profit them? If we are not the diſ- # 
ciples of Jeſus Chriſt,” having neglected His great falbation, we 


have every reaſon to diſtruſt an opinion ſo congenial to the defires | 


and intereſts of our depraved nature. In tlieſe, particularly, and in- 


deed, in all other circumſtances, it will be worth while to remember, 


the fate of the unprofitable ſervant in the parable. While he 10e 
upon God as a hard Maſter, and his heart was ſecretly objecting 


againſt His judgments as incompatible with His attributes, he was 
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loſing the opportunity of improving his talent, and, at laſt, was 


convicted and condemned upon his own principles. 


May we all be enabled, by the grace of God, fo to receive, and- 


ſo to declare His word, that, at the great day of Jeſus Chriſt, we 
may be found faithful to the truſt committed to us, and indivi- 


dually receive that happieſt and moſt honourable of alt plaudits. 


Well done good and faithful ſervant, enter thou inte the j joy of 


00 thy Lord. 2 | 5 Mat, xxv. 21. 
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